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HOEVER couſiders the State of this Kingdom, 
may eaſily obſerye, that. beſides, the Dangers to 
there 
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ment, heartily concur in their Endeavours to-ſupport the Con- 
ſtitution, in this Kingdom, great Numbers of thoſe; who-have | 
enjoy d the Protection of the Government, have yet been Ene- 
mies to it, and have ſhewn themſelves ready on any favourable 
unsuure, ro exert their utmoſt Force and Lower wo overthrow 
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Fun Religion, is. g allo d, and cannot be di 
1 i'd uy one who confiders dür Cerdan in both Kingdoms ſince 

* ON eformation. Nothing is more certain than that they have 

all Occafiogs ſhewn themſglves Enemies to the Eſtabliſh'd 
8 ent is well Civil as Religions, The 
j cits fotm d Je ing been ee, 
I be dreadful Maſſacre of this Da ' 

lity of Contradiction; Or if late . be 
Behaviour to the Proteſtants of this Ki dom, i 
of Confußon, very clearly ſhews the timuan 
evil Diſpoſition: . ſince the true Cauſe of this Enmity ha 
always been a furious and blind Zeal for their Religion, and not 
auy Difficulties ar Preſſures they labour d under in their Civil 
Intereſts, Moſt of which have been the a} i of their 
Treaſons, and not the Cauſe of 
that as lang as this Principle has its "Fl Influence upon them 
it will diſpoſe them to act in the fame Manner, whenever they 
can form à probable Expectation of Succeſs in any hold and 
violent Undertaking. 
For this Reafon, the Wiſtbm of the Legiſlature hasthought 
it neceffary, to frame ſeveral Laws, 1 e 5 


the Power and Intereſt of the Popith us, and to 
render it lefs formidable to the ( e kao becauſe tis 


requir d, their 
the late Fimes 


found by Experience that the Laus hitherto fram d do not fully 


anſwer the End propos d, tis poffible may hereafter con- 
ſider of and eftatlif, Orders 3 will . 

In doing this, is, tis certain they act agrees l Nm. great Law 
of Self · Preſer vation, and to the Fundamental Principle of Society 
alfo, which does and muſt veſt the fupreme oor, in every Na- 
tion, with a Right to tecure the whole Body, from the evil De- 
. as well of its own Members, as of any other 
Perfons, who are Upſet to hug and deſtroy tùhjem. But 


Ir de is true ef g of eg wh it the 


man Conſpizes 
N The gte kale fee, und 
it beyond all Poſſibi- 
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well be preſum d 


to weaken 
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jeftion, 
Laws made in both Ki 


dead Ba. c nt EY RR OR. EE. CER. MSL are fi ant on bo Op, th ng rn 


teftants of this K 


tanks — py — ie in order to 
rt And ſince it is e 
ought in no caſe be done, it follows on this 
Laws of this ſort however neceſſary or uſeful they 
thought to the Weal-publick, are in themſelves unjuſt —— un · 
This Cb — 2 denen 5 
every one been the 
for the Security of the Govern- 
ment againſt the Popiſh Faction; The ſame has been urg d 
againſt „ which have more lately been under Deli- 
beration; And, as it is the only plauſible one which can be 
made uſe of for ſuch an End, is no doubt but it will on 


all futufe Occaſions, be urg 'd, to prevent the paſſing ſuch La 
as an — way grievous to thoſe of che Church of yo 


thought for the: — "gp * the 
roteſtant Intereſt in this Nation. + 


Government and — Fran - 


Effects which even a partial — thereof had on the Pro- 
ngdom, to raiſe in our Minds à juſt Appre- 
nger to which we are at all times expos d from 

thoſe who are under the Influence of the — 
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4 7 r Tow: 
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a ſiſting on other Mates 1 — cre 
'o relate to the C ccafion | 

1 35 ya it can n prays — k e * 

ons or Reſolutions: of the Legiſlature for the 8 Security of 

Eftabliſhed Religion and Government. E 7nd 


meaſure depend on the reſolution of a general 
ing the lawfulneſs of uſing Force in matters of Religion, I ſhall 
Gow e [endeavour e what 1 e e in the ee Me. 
t wy * 5 nee 632-916 e * 2 o1f0.c15 

'F ſhall lay before you, as well as I made a true — 
the Controverſy concerning the uſe of Force in matters of Reli- 
gion, with ſome Account of the ſeveral Erroneous Opinions ad- 


vanc d on this Subject, and the 2 of them. This will 1 _— 


make it pretty eaſy, 1 oro $i 
2. Todifcover * Truth on thi ſeveral Points that ariſe, wes 


ſe the principal Objections that have been. made againſt | it. 


And when in this way we come to Have: the whole Matter _ 
ly before us, I ſhall then am en 
3. Apply the general L Dodrine to our ci Rn Sabre in or- 
Fs to form ſome Judgment of the ſeveral Methods that may be 
thought on, to ſecure our preſent happy Conſtitution in Cnhuxcn 
and STarE from any Danger with-which it may be threatned by 
thoſe whoſe falſe Mrinorples 1 in Religion 2 chem t to _ Ene- 
mies to it. 

1. In order to a clear State of this Controverſy, we are to Y 
ſerve, that As different Opinions and Practices among Chriſtians, 


are almoſt as ancient as the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, ſo, ever 


ww n 


ſince 


n bl | 


And becauſe the ſudgment we form onthisPoititmuſt in 4 great 
ion concern 


Umenensble, hentenit 

8 to paſs-that the Queſtion concerning the Lawfulneſs 

Force in: Matters of * has been for many 1 — 
of predt»Debates/; 15 


chem ol ve ally — * 10 n 51 900 
1. That by Force i in this Queſtion, is meant all ſort of Co- 
cion or temporal: Puniſhment which -may;: be; threatnen'd or 
on Account of any religious Action or Opinion. - Now 
becauſe. theſe: — may differ very much in the Kind 
and Degree of Evil they bring on the Sutferers, becauſe ſome 
may affect Men's Lives, others their Liberty, others their For- 
thank and others may extend only to reſtrain, or deprive them 
of che Liberty of ng God in their o.] n Way, A Que- 
(ion here ariſes about . the Favourers of Force, differ from 
one another, as well as from thoſe who declare univerſally againſt 
it, whether it be lawful in Matters of Religion to make uſe 
of Capital or other heavy Punil or wt of oe — 
ſtraints and lower Penalties, which have, uſually deen kn 
N= the Name of 8 and wholeſome Severitie ? | 
2. Another Queſtion: of equal Importance ariſes concerning | 
the Perſon who is to uſe this Force. All lawful Uſe of Force 
does ſuppoſe a Right or moral Power in ſome Perſon or _ 
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5 it ſelf, fo this Power ab, mult be. by See, 
. — [particular Divine A i may rer 
ceiv'd to ariſe either »pointmen 
it be the Will of God, — 7 
ſtrate be his Miniſter, 4 Revenger to execute Wrath upon 
doth Evil jor from the Nature of bis Off axle of the Gol 


Q is; — gs 
U as * 3 or 
— whether i 


Force, be origina! 


3 
ſequence of a 
1 Office * And, 4 
. Becauſe many Religious and — beũdes 
the Reſpect they have to the Chriſtian Law may be conſider d 
as having ſome Influence on the Peace and Wielt of Civil So- 
ciety, there here ariſes a third Queſtion as confiderable as either 
of the former, Whether, to the Uſe of We are 
to conſider the inions at i | 
Which it is a) « | 
and exclufive this, they may be prejudici 
Peace and Security of: the State? 
| Theſe three are the ipa e whichs lmvw; — ca 
this Controverſy ; and ifterent Concluſions Men have come 
to on each of them, do and e e Serge, tp PAR: CE PIPE 


ate? and if in the 
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the Perſon, or Perfors who are 
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veſted only with the Evacurive Power, but in this 
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2 regard to the other they 
them elves c ommonly with more Art and Obſcurity; 
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„are 

not eq 
ing theſe Þ — pe 
"Ia Words indeed they place th P © Donifbing. 2 
in the — — But if —— be — 
der d N 4 ſoon appear, that the Right of 
, in caſcs/ of Heteſie, is really 


. —— a 


— deliver any Pee- „ 

| In tis not cleft to his Chace wa 

bell — hid — tho he has given him 
a ſafe Conduct: If he does not, ICC g to the true Frinci. 

of the Church. of None, be is to be LXCOMMUL 

—— ede ee if a Prince, e tobe depas'd, 
bjects to be abſolv d from their Allegia and arm'd 
—.—.— a favourer of Hereticks. This is _ the true 
ſtate of the Caſe upon the Laws of the Church of Rune at this 
time in being, and their Practice has always e ee eur 
they had Power. 5 But 


that realſy in both Caſes che e 
their Ds nary — | 


cannot, but neither: in one Caſe or — 


; th. Power and they —— longasthey reſerve to 
: themen the right cf qulgung what. is Heretie: - r rb: 005 


em and bring them back to a.righ 


* to be * W e 5 


5 e — 


IS 


— _ 
of .judeing, or if he does his Duty, e nth 
the Right, the Mere! deen kee ot theſe e 
no more in him, than the Power of Life and Death with; us is 
in the Officer wo is ket care: of the Execution of publick 


D 10 l. n Atti 


amplement the» with 


former Caſe, they can by force cumpel 


This Right they ſay as Divine Appointment t veſted in the 
Church, to 3 infallible-Jr agmer in all: 
matters of Faith, a Power to mie Nen Laws, or, wich is 
much the ſame thing, [to — Arn the" Pooer allo of 
the Keys and f binding and whereby they xcommu- 
nicate and cut of thoſe, who in any Point refuſe, to ſubmit 20: 
theig Gathorſtys ung Weg — mill aa bv 
ed with Corporal f the deſigr — COPY 
t Faith and Mind, : | 
this cannot be done, if they either Will not confeſs their H 
are Ohtinate in the defence of it, or Relapſe into it, (in all which: 
Caſes, they ſay, there is no —— of their Reformation) then 
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3 


oo 
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magni 
der ; Hereticks, they ſay, are Proud and Opinionated, Head- 


World. nal as Rim moſt uncharitably ex- 
| t i of puni orally in onder to Re 


ok, . 


2 Uſefulneſs of ſuch. — to make Man Col 
ſtrong, Violent and Factious, and therefore tis proper to treat 


them with Severity, to bring them to a better Mind, to oblige 


them to ib le Penh gn _ an Ear = | 
Arguments, w 1 d would undoubted! 
them to theacknowledgment of the Truth, i. e. of their Oper 
ons ; And laſtly they infiſt on the good Effects theſe M 
have had in converting Numbers who have been in Error, — 
bringing them back to the boſom of the Catholick Church. 
As to the Power of Inflicting the greateſt even Capital Puniſh- 
ments on thoſe who are ible, That they endeavour to 
prove by ſeveral Arguments from Scripture, Reaſon and Au- 
thority. 
They Argue frem the — of God + to the People of 

mw to put to Death thoſe who went _ other Gods, —— the 

rophets alſo who encouraged them to do ſo; They produce 
ſeveral Inftances in the Old Teſtament or f Godly Rings who 
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r LX 
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and Robbers and to à Cunler; They urge 


© iſhment are, 


Cod Blots 6 82 Aut hath hole New 


| oath Argument nt in Favour of this rener 
emp cole many Ap ae; They ty chart 
n 


. 7 his 'A Ae 
| rare en dee b. Thin oe Pink 

allo the Exanple of 
e our of the Temple; of 
dead, and of St. Pai, 


 Chriff, wbo whipy'd' the Money 
St. Peter, who ffruek Ananas and $a 
who ſtruck mas with Blindneſs ; 


To theſe W Powe Scripture, they e yn 
Pry Reaſon. They argue from the Greatneſs: of the Crime 
of Herefie, which therefore fince other les Crimes are:puniſh- 
ed capitally, ought much rather to be ſo; They ſay that tem- 
Death is a lefs Puniſhment than Excommunication, and 
this greater Puniſhment may be inflicted in Caſes of Here» 
be, there is, they ſay, no doubt but one in it ſelf leſs may be 
us d on the fame Account : Befides, all the 2 Ends of Pun- 
according to them, anſwer d by theſe Inflicti- 
ons; for by this Means tis provided that bad ſhould not 
infect the good; by the Puniſhment of a few, many may be 
influenc'd-to reform ; nay, the Puniſhment 1s further ſaid io be 
uſeful to thoſe who fuffer it, becauſe it hinders them from in- 
creaſing their Guilt, and conſe vently their Damnation, by 
ing in their Hereſe; And, 6 

deen try d in vain, this, th fa, which is the emed 
*r * He . K. may 
Theſe are the Arguments by which thoſe of the Church of 
Rome, endeavour to eſtabliſh their bee, — to confirm 


* 


theſe 


hey infiſt alſo on what St. 
N ſays to the Galatians. * 1 void thy were kun non! ge 
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by reſerving to theraſelyes the Final Jud 
-aſes, hey © can make —— — 5 = 

TY this C rd as an Offence againſt the Chriftien Lew, — 1 
- puniſhed with temporal even . — 0 2 

— Doctrine — Proteſtants have unhap 

with them; 3 have even — — _ Power dee 

the Prince, i refuſes to extirpate a falſe in; Ot 

who do not go ſo far. hos ſay that the aſe] is 3 55 


ty to execute their Sentences; The only difference then ber | 


tween them and the Church of Rome, in this Point, is, that 
—— think the ſame Doctrines true, nor the ſame Perſons 
Hereticks ; but thoſe Doctrines they think to be true, they 
would fan foro . to believe, and thoſe who refuſe to believe 
them, or believe poſite Doctrines, have actually held 
to deſerve. Death a LIT . 67 
therefore as to their Opinion cancerning the uſe of Force in 
Matters of Reli y they do in u Pe e choſe of 

the Church of 


The next Opinion worthy our Notice, i is that of Mr. Hobbes + | 


and his Followers; which agrees with the former in allowing 
e Force in Matters of Religion and in ſome of the 
es aſſerted in order to Eltablih the Lawfulneſs of this 
— but differs from it, both as to the Perſan who has the 
rr 
ciſe of it. 


The Right of uſing this Force he places in the Supreme Civil 
hin in rr Community, to whom he . the Dl Cc 
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not 


in a Religion pr by all Members of i ien 2711 
IT be conſider d on the: Foot of the Law of Nature; 
Reaſon alone, This Power, he ſays, r and \abſo- 
ute iu all Caſes, only that the Civil Power cannot againſt 
the Being of God or his Providence: But as to the Manner of his 
Worſhip, the Magiſtrate's Power he holds to be ſo abſolute, that 
if he commanded the People to worſhip! him under Images, and 
bodily Re 2 they ought to obey. 
| 2 a Chriſtian Commonwealth indeed, He fays, the Magi- 
te 
and therefore ſhould he do this, the People are not to obey but 
to ſuffer Martyrdom: But in all things elſe, even the moſt ne- 
ceſſary Points in the Chriſtian Religion, he afferts-an abſolute 

| Right in him to give Laws, and a correſpondent Obligation on 
the whole Society, actively to obey his Injunctions; and ?tis plain 
he does it in ſuch a Way as to make the Profeſſion and Prac- 
tice of the Chriſtian Religion entirely to depend on the Magi- 
ſtrate, not only as to the manner of profeſſing, but really as to 
its being profeſſed or no; which appears from hence, that he pla- 
ces in him the Power of determining the Canon of Scripture, 
and alſo the ſole Right of interpreting it; both which — him 
with a compleat Power of grvmg Laws to the Chriſtian Suci 
the former, directly; the latter, by neceſſary Conſequence; 


=, 
i by, 
* 


For 

whoever has an abſolute Right of inter preting Laws, does real- 
| ly give Laws, fince his Interpretations whether they be thought 
a greeable to the Laws, or no, muſt be the Rule of Men's Pro- 
0 feſſions and Actions. 


chere may be between the Deciſions of the Magiſtrate in Ma _ 
342 5 4 


ought not to forbid the Belief in Feſus Chriſt as the Meſſiah; 
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ö wa ns v is none as 
ofeſ and act i wm; 


—_ this e That they 8 enter into Sy do tranſ⸗ | 
fer all the-Right, which they can transfer, to the Supreme Ci- 
vil Power, and this Right, He ſays, is transferable, as well as 
that of directing their other Actions, becauſe in 4 State of 
Nature, Men's —— and Practices in Religion depend on 
their on private Judgment: And that ſuch a Power ought to 
be exercis wa, He further proves from the jnconveniences that 


would follow to the State, either from the People's profeſſing 


different Opinions and following different Practices in Religion 
each according to their own Judgments, or from their being in 
theſe Matters under any me Direction than that of the Civil : 
Magiſtrate. - 
If theſe Principles be true, "Tis manifeſt that the Uſe of 
Force i in Matters of Religion, nay even of Capital Puniſhments 
is juſtifiable. For where-ever the Civil Magiſtrate, as ſuch, and 
by the general Nature of his Office, has a Power to command, 
there he has a Power by Force to procure Obedience to his Com- 


mands, or to puniſh Diſobedience ; And the Kind and Degree 


of Puniſhment muſt be proportion d to the Nature and Qua- 
lity of the Offence; of which ſince he is the ſole Judge, Lis 
plain he may uſe any Kind or Degree of Force in this, as in 
any other Caſe.” And ſince the Right the Magiſtrate is ſuppo- 
ſed to have to give Laws in Matters of Religion is founded on 
this, that a Liberty of Profeſſion or Practice in Religion muſt 


* be prejudicial to the . Peace, 'Tis * * the 
rors 


| Magi iſtrate as Head of the Society, 


Appointment of God, 
the State, what Doctrines are to be profeſs'd, what Practices 


follow'd ; To theſe Directions the People are oblig'd to give O. 


bedience; If not, He may by Force exact it, and funiſh the Ob- 
ſtinate, even with Capital Puniſhments. And the Reaſon of 
inflicting theſe Puniſhments is not becauſe the diſſering Doc- 
trines and Practices, are Errors in Religi 
Eternal Salvation of thoſe who adhere to them, but becauſe 
they have Evil Ehects on the vil Sate. 

11 what has 8 6 ſaid of theſe two Opt be welt appre- 
| hended, Iwill now be no difficult Matter to form a Notion 
of all the others which favour an unreaſonable Uſe of Force in 
Matters of Religion: For every one of them, when thorough- 


ly Examin'd, will appear to be nothing more, than one or 


other of the 1 with ſome plauſible Limitations to 
make them a leſs odious and exceptionable. 
Whoever a the Lawfulneſs of uſing 
of Religion muſt place the Right of uſing it either in the 
Governours of the Church or the Magiftrate : But then where- 


as theſe two Hypotheſes maintain an abſolute Power both of com- 
manding and puniſhing, others content themſelves with aflert- 


ing a limited one. 

The Church of Rome claims an abſolute Authority over the 
Conſcience in Matters of Faith; Inſtend of this, others aſſert 
it in Terms indefinite ; but then they aſſert it with Reſpect to 
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and a Right Ps mn: — * Afobedie 
indeed hold the Church to be Infallible, but they bold it to 
have an Authority in Matters. 0 to > which private Perſons 
Fo curry 2 leg . e line firſt to Ele- 
7c cs n to emporal Fu J. 
he ow if by "the Authority 
mean either that the Church is a good end Authentick witneſs 
of ad or an reter of the Chriſtian Law, to whoſe Deciſions 
reoate Perſeus. * to have a reſpectful Deference, where their own” 
does nat clearly contradic} them, there is nothing in this, 
but what may and-ought to.be allow d, and one or both of theſe 
muſt be the meaning of theſe Words in our Article: But nei- 
ther of theſe Senſes will ferye their turn, becauſe the Jud age 
of the Church is not according to either of them Concluſte 
the Conſcience of a private Man. And beſides de 
Neceſſity be ſome Logiſlate or Judicial Authority, where-ever 


there is a Power of Coercran, and conſequently if there be either 
Originally in the Church, or in the Magiſtrate following their 
Inſtructions, a Power to pum/b any for Errors in Faith, there 


muſt be a Power to Determune Auberitetixh i in Matters of Faith, 


and the Scheme is Nonſenſe without it: This Hypotbeſss there- 


only with this difference, 


fore, falls in directly with the Ronn/h, 
that They maintaining an infallible Spirit in the Church, are 
really the leſs abſurd of the two ; For to puniſh a Man for not 
following and obeying a Guide, who, they ſay, cawne poſſibly Hr, 
is certainly more Reatonable, than to puniſh him for not follow- 
ing one who may Err, and conl mislead him. 
To avoid the Difficulties of this Opinion, Others limit the 
Authority of the Church yet further, to Matters of Diſcipline 


and Pablick Works ; concerning which, they ſay the Governows 
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ce; they do not a 


of the Church in Matters of Faith, > 


ive Obedi Ae they 
vis bound to Punch a and Sele, dg Ja "ne 55 as in other 
2 b Meniſter -of God,” 4 'Revenger 10 execute Wrath 
en iboſe who do Evil, in diſobeying dhe InjunRtions of thoſe who 
have Power and Authority from ; Ori to 5 n 4 
. ments. | 
Now if in aſſerting this Authority, they wide no further 
than to ſay, that every National: Church has a Right: for the Pre- 
| ſervation of Order, and the Decent regular performance of Publick 
Religious Ations, to make ſuch Appointments, as as they think 
convenient, and agreeable to the Chriitian Law, . that to theſe 
all private Chriſtians ought- to ſubmit, unleſs they are under a 
full and ſettled Perſuaſion of Mind, that by ſo doing they ſhall 
offend God, and do what their Conſcience tells them is unla w- 
ful; if, 1 lay „they went no further than this, there would be 
nothing i in cir Aſſertions, but what is true and reaſonable; : 
But fince they aſſert an Authority in the Church to require Obe- 


dience in theſe Matters, even in Oppoſition to the Dictates of 


private Conſcience, (and ſuch an 3 they muſt aſſert in 


order to Eftabliſh the Lawfulneſs of uſing tis plain that 


they alſo fall into the Romiſb Principles; 3 aſſert an abſolute | 


Right in the Church to command in certain Matters, and in the 
Magiſtrate as the Miniſter of God, to force — to obey, or to 
puniſh their Diſobedience. And, 

As they who derive the Right of uſing force from the Au- 
thority of the Church, do one way or other fall in with the 
Romijh Principles, fo they who place this Right in the Civil 
Magiſtrate fall in with thoſe of Mr. Hobbes. 

Ihe Magiſtrate according to Mr. Hobbes, has an 0 
Right to determine Men's Profeſſions and Practice in all the 
_—_ Points in Chriſtian (except that one 

of 
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and. ables and therefore they: intirely deny this Power, as to 
fixing ales. of Vice and and limit it in Relig Pons 
1 5 — to + External (or and the Publick b 


of God; they do not hold that he has a Right to eee 


ent againſt their own Judgments ; nor do they hold that he 
has over their Profeſſions a Poſitive, but a ſort of ative Right: 
He cannot they ſay oblige Men to profeſs what they do not 
think to be true, but he may oblige them not to profeſs many 

things which they think to - ſo, and to comply alſo with tht 


. manner of Worſhip which he thinks fit to Appoat: ; and in Caſe 
they refuſe, he by Jos a Right by Force to compel or puniſh them. 
ow, the only Difference between theſe Principles and thoſe 
of Hobbes is this, that they do not extend the Power of 
the Magiſtrate to as many Caſes as the other ; but in thoſe Caſes 
to which it does extend, they aflert a Power equally Abſo- 


| 3 


lute in him, to limit Men's Profeſſions, and Actions in Op 
tion to their own Judgment and Conſcience: And they 
found this Power in a ſuppos d Neceſſity of perfect Unity in 
Men's religious Profeſſions and Actions, in order to the public 
Peace, and Welfare of the Civil Society. 

Parties in Religion, they ſay, ſoon become Parties in the 
State, they then enter into Conteſts for Power, thwart and op- 
poſe one another, clog the Wheels of Government, divide the 
Force of the Community, and ſuffer it not to exert it Self with 18 
full Vigour for the Publick Good. This, they ſay, muſt hap- 

ang Perſons in any great Number differ from the Re- 
n of the State; they allo give Inſtances, where this in Fact 
has been the Caſe, when a an e Toleration has been * 
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Way chen muſt ho refirain . in this b thiy = the Ma- 
ſtrate has as much Right to do as he las to be Rules 


them; He may give Fave to Tl thei Moral Ae "and and 
one ently their Relig zeug, becauſe the publick good i is con- 
ern d in both: And to erte the Ditfcatty » which arifes from 
: 2 that the Command of the Magiſtrute Ale tht Men's 
Jud orments, they have recotirſe to much the ſame Dictinſtion, 
which Mr. Hobbes uſes for the ſame purpoſe ; They diftinguiſh 


between Mens Opal and AGzons, the fa 
the Mag iſtrute does not meddle with, let them 1 te That 8 


themſelyes; their outward. Aims are his Care, Theſe he may and 
ought to Reftrain, and thoſe who wilt not obey hi m, he may 
Puniſh, as he does other Offenders againſt the Commands of 
their lawful Superiors. 

Theſe are the principal Limitations, which the Favonrers of 
Force in Matters of Religion have ſet to the Authority of the 
Church, or the Magiſtrate, which tho' plainly defign'd for that 
End, do not, you Ke, hinder them from filling in, either with 
the Romyſb of Hobhian Principe. 

And as they thus limit the Power of the Church or the Mas 
giſtrate to certain Caſes, ſo do they alſo limit the Sire or Degree 
of Coercion, which ought to be us d. 

or other real or 


Some think it not lawful to puniſh Hei 
ſuppos'd Error in Religion, with Death; They therefore con- 


tend ad fit for ſome Jower Sorts of Puniſhment which: they fpeci- 
oully derm Moderate and ¶ boleſome Severities ; Nor dothey care 
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go yet are 1 in other 
Reſpects free from Penalties on Account of of Their | gligion, bu 
would. reſtrain them from mor/bypping God, | 7 
they think beſt; and this ſome hold to be neceſſary to. Prevent 
the Growth of a Falſe Religion ; Others, to avoid the _ 
niences which the Toleration of different Religions may pxo : 
r 2 eee 
- Thus, you Weby limit 2 different one 
or other 7 the two hiſt 22 theſes, Men have 1 
ed to themſelves, various Schemes of Notions concerning the 
Uſe of Force in Matters of Religion; but thus fac the 1 75 
eee 
to O ars in Re £1 
as Offences againſt the Chriſtian Law, or as having. an wk | 
fluence on the Peace and Welfare of FE. NU ies 
On the other Hand, ſome modern Enthuffalts, urticular 


aking 107 Hou vas lv el ra yr th 2 


formation, and others in our Neighbouring Kingd K 
Time of n, following herein the Op 
lots among the Jews, and 7 of rae of the EE 
reticks, maintain d that the Chrtio Relig ion ſet may 127 
all Obligation to obey any other King or pg Lage N 
himſelf; that therefore as it was not lawful far a Chl 15 
be a Magiſtrate, or to inflict any Corporal Puniſhments on 
Chriſtians, ſo neither was it — — on Chriſtians to give 


them any Obedience, nay, that as begs of 2. ney 


. oblig blig d not to obey them. 
ſet them free, 40 4 ng 


Power, muſt one ane ay a other afle& t 
and d bring. them into 
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writing, to e N than that of 
: their 
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is very eaſy to ſee howabſurd theſe Pritiiph che "OY they 
| tend to deſtroy all Order, all Goverhment;/all Peace and Sociery 
amongſt Men: And Yherefors” without taking any further No- 
tice of them, I proceed to the lecond Thing: proposd, 

2. To diſcover the Truth on the ſeveral Points that itte in 
this Controverſy, and anſwer the Principal n that have 


been made againſt i 1 
© ' Here then, fince from what has beer ſiid, Ir appears, that all 


Op _—_ Tn 7 be 'confder' either with 
& to t ian or with Reſpect to the Influence t 
e on the Gia State, the moſt natural Way of oer 
the Truth in this whole Controverſy, will be to conſider them 
diſtinctly in each of theſe Reſpects, and ſhew what Power the 
Church or the Magiſtrate has, on either Account, to uſe any, and 
what Force to reſtrain or puniſh thoſe whoſe Opinions and 
Practices in Religion differ from thoſe which have recelv'd any 

publ ick or National Eſtabliſhment. © 

Now if we conſider Men's Opinions and Pradtices i in Reli- 
gion with Refpe& only to the - Chriſtian Law tis moſt evi- 
dent that Neither the Governours of the Cbriſtian Church, nor 
the Civil Magiſtrate have a Right, to uſe any Sort of Force zo 
reſtrain or prwnſh them. 1 

The Goverours of the Chriſtian Church. vel in no Ciſe 
a Right, to uſe temporal Force or Coercion; That memorable 
Declaration of our Bleſſed Saviour, My Kingdom is not of 
this World, plainly cuts off all Pretence to it: And fince they 
have not a Right themſelves to uſe Force, tis plain they car- 
not have a Right to command or oblige the Magiſtrate to uſe 
it, for this is in Effect the lame ton Þ as to have 9 Fower 
of ung it chemſelen eee n 3 

Nor 
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25 Nor ban l be ptetended that the Chriſtian Magiſtrt a „ 
in theſe pr cr Right « to ue Fares * eee Sh 
For either this Right mũſt ariſe; from the Nature of Mag/tra-, 
in General, or it muſt be ſome peculiar 7 | 
is intitled by being at the ſame T itne a Cb 
 ſtian: Now it cannot be the former, becaule all Power with. 
which the Magiſtrate, as: ſuch, is yeſted, is and muſt be limit-, 
ed to 7 — of the Civil Society, and therefore does 
not extend to puniſh any Offences againſt the Chriſtian, Law, 
when, as the Caſe is now put, they do not affect the publick, 
Welfare; nor can this be the 0 Privilege of the Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrate, becauſe dis plin That Conf Tues has no a Z 
- veſted him wich 2 | 

And, as it is in Fact certain, that neither, the Church nor the 55 
Magiſtrate have a Power to uſe any Force or Coercion on Ac- 
count of any Opinions and Practices in Religion, conſider d as 
Oſfences agninſt the Chriſtian Law; So is it in Point of Res- 
ſon abſurd that they ſhould have any ſuch Power. 

For the only good End of ſuch Severities, muſt be to re- 
claim Men from their Errors; And in Order to this, an Alte- 
ration of Judgment, an inward Conviction of the Mind is plain- 
ly neceſſary; Now this cannot be. wrought; by external Force 
or Com ulfon ; Racks. and Torments may indeed extort from 
thoſe: ns 9 are gh able to bear up — the Extremity, of 
Pain and Anguiſh, an outward: Profeſſion of any Thing- how- 
ever falſe or extravagant; And thoſe, which are ſpeciouſly.term'd, 
wholeſome Severizies, may make Men Hypocrites, and, tempt 
them to diſſemble their Opinions; But neither onę nor the 
other, can make any one a true Convert, becauſe they cannot 
make him believe that true, Which he thinks to be falſe, or 
think that Practice innocent, or agreeable to the Will of God, 
which his own Reaſon and Conſcience tells hin. is not ſo. 
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Lawful for the Church to perſecute Hercricks, but that at is not 
perſecute the Ou; or, which amounts 


fo for Heret«cks to 
much to the ſame Thing, that the profefling the irur 
Keligion, eee e tho' that has not a 
Right to the ſame Privilege is plainly abſurd.” For there being 
no common Superior yn Earih, to whole 9 emo Parties 


are, or think themſelves bound abſolute ſubmit, every 
Chu every Sect muſt and will take 95 1 ons to he true, 
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other ; hich of whether. it be in the whole for the Advantage af 
true Chriffian R let any reaſonable Man, who conkiders 


the preſent State of Cbriſtendam, Judge. Nothing certainly can 


be in it Self mam Mild and Extravagy nt; Nor was there ever 


any Practice, more deſtitute of even a nde Foundation, ei- 
1 in Reaſon or Scri than That of propagating Religion 
Force, and converting thoſe who are in Error, by the tear of 


th, or other Corporal. Putuſhments, _ 
The only Methods which can have a good. Eft to this 
Fad, are of à very different kind; Ea Reaſoning, Perſua- 


explaining our own Opt | ſhowing the Fallbood and 
3 of other Men's; — 2 * 


Holy vcripture, to 
ſhew y of out Lees with the Obs tan Law, ane 
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Ralan, = Narire; andthe: Divine Attributes, and” is made 
2 Fart of the Chriflian Inſtitution. If them this be ſo, it is 
| much more evident, that a Law which ſeems to have en 
I meerly Jadiaal, and had its Riſe from God's being in an extra- 
= 8 1 ought not to be drawn into Prece- 
dent in Chriſtian States Nations; And if the Law ought 
not, neither ought any Actions, done by Kings or Holy Men of 
| O in Conformity to that Law, or in Obedience to f Ore par. 
ticular extraordinary Command from Heaven. 
For the ſame 8 there is no Weight | in the An ument 
drawn fram the Example of Chriſt or his Apoſtles.; For fince no 


' Chriſtian Magiſtrate, have the ſame Sort or Degree of Power, 
which Chriſt and hie Apoſtles had, tis impoſſible that any Acti- 
on of theirs done in Conſequence of an extraordinary and mi- 
raculous Power, can juſtify the like Actions i in thoſe, who are 
entirely deſtitute of it. 

The Arguments drawn from Hereticks being ina Metaphori- 

cal Senſe .compar'd in Scipture to Wolves, Thieves, Robbers, and 

the like, is ſo weak and trifling as not to deſerve an Confu- 

tation: And as to the two Texts that are urg'd ; e Words 

< I would they were even cut off that <a Jy you, in the 
Opinion of the beſt ] ters, and among them ſome of 

reat * Note in the Church of Rome, relate to Excommunication ; 

ut let them relate to what they will, they contain no Com- 
_y nothing but a Wiſh that they were cut off, Poo 

— AZ of Divine Power, who rroubled 
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or Coaction; ales "Up is Eh is beft ſuited to the 
Nature and Defign of the Parable in this it feems to 'be 


very evident, 5 Compulſion Sn meant, is not any ex- 
ternal Force, but ffrong and Eaebeeent B naſrms and other En- 
dea vours, which, operating in a moral Yay” wart: incline Men 


otherwiſe languid and indifferent, to. come in to the Marriagd 


Supper, i. e. to embrace and profeſs the Chriftian ip, nant 
In this Senſe, ſeveral of the moſt.noted + Romiſh\Ex 
underſtand them; And in this Senſe they muſt be und 
for this further Reaſon, Becauſe otherways "tis 
reconcile one Part of the 8 with the other. If this Pa 
ſage proves the Lawfulneſs of ufing Force in Matters of Reli- 
gion, the other Paſſages ] have mention d, do much more pla in- 
Iy prove the contrary ; And fo the Scriptures are inconfiſtent 
with themſely = a” the fame Doctrine is according, to them, 
both true and falſe; which 1s impious and abfurd. 
What has been nid, is ſufficient to ſhew' the 8 
of all the Arguments wg d from . or — 5 
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does. res follow, thaz, jt. mul be puniſhed with cath, or 
other Corporal Infliction, unlefs there be, what tis certain 
there is not, . Perſon in this Manner to pun- 
iſh it; And therefore to ih . that becauſe the Church ma 


ſtrate may put them * 
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ma clare et ro in ther udgreut 
= . of the Chriſtian Soci 


to . viſible SI. and ac 
cordingly may..exclude them from it: If in paſſidg this Sen, 
tence, theꝝ proceed on good Grounds, tis ——. a de ond 
tion 9. — Perſon excommnnicted, 9 17 ** Seu her 

eat * g | Without epentan elpe- 
= But —— it does not follow from hence, e 
munication is 2 greater Puniſhment than Death; becauſe the 
one cuts a Man off ſuddenly, and, if he be 4 grievous and ob- 
ſtinate Offender, damus him at once; whereas the other leaves 
Space for Repentance and Reformation. . 

But tho' — were the greater Puniſhment, it 
is not true that e one who deſerves à greater eater Puniſhment 
may be doom'd to ſuffer a leſs, when the Nature-of the Pun- 


— and the 2 * their RI inflicted are Oey: af 
ereut. 
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fluence; Men to obey the Chriſtian Law; e e N 
ments which the Civil Magiſtrate inflis; are ull of a temporal 
Nature, and the End of them is, to preferve the Publick Peace, 
and romote the Welfare of the Civil Society,” © tt 1 

In in our Conſtiturion , the Sentence of Excomm 
cation is always enforc'd by the Civil Power; But the Reaſon 
hereof is not, that Perſons encommunicate are by any imma. 
ble Law of Reaſon, or the Chriftian Religion, to de expos'd to 
I Puniſhment ; but becauſe tis thought to i in the 
Whole, for the publ ick Good, that thoſe, who according to the 
Laws ae Church, which are really a Fart of the Cv Cn. 
ſtitution, do incur this Sentence, ſhould be putiiſhed in this 
Maas not properly as (Mader 7 1 the Cbriſtia Law, but 
as Perſons who i 54 Contemn a legal Juriſdictiun, or are guilty 
of Crimes, which deſerve ſuch Puniſhment, becauſe ey hurt 
the Civ! Intereſts of Society. A end 

And here We N e Reaſon why the Magiſtrate ay 
puniſh. Theft, A Murder, and not Hereſie under the 
preſent Deſerip tion. For he does not puniſh theſe Actions, as 
Offences n the Chriſtian Law, but as they are injurious 
to the Society: His Power, as a Ma giſtrate, is exercisd for 
this End, and no other, and it is chief) 2 about Men's 
outward Actions, and meddles not with the inward Intention, 
or Diſpofition of their Minds, any farther than it appears in 
and by their Actions: Tis not in it ſelf poſſible that temporal 
Poniſhments ſhould reach the inward Intentions, nor is it any 
Way — becauſe the Regulation of Men's outward A- 
ctions, is ent for the Publick Good. Ar * re 

Here we may further perceive the Weakneſs of the Argu- 
ment drawn from the 10 „ For fince the only 


good 
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E ee of Water ; 
y affected, muſt be to, nn Men from their Errors 3 


Alte 1 

48 has been proy d, be wrought, 
1 Tis impo able that the Uſe 
E in : ink e anbver any good End, unleſs it 
be a good End of ſuch Severities to make Men Hypocrites and 
tempt-themeta. in. againſt their Conſciences in order to avoid 
them: And fince, as has been obſerved Truth and Power do 
not always go together, It may happen, that theſe Puniſh- 
ments may. hurt, inſtead of -promoting, the Intereſts of true 
Religion; that inſtead of preventing bad Men's infecting the 
good, they —— the good from influencing the bad; and 
where Error obtains, make a mee n difficul 
or it may be impoſſible. - | 

To fay that theſe: Puniſhments are of Uiſe to make 8 
ſider is extreamly weak; becauſe tis impoſſible for any Man to 
know certainly, how far Men have, or have not conſidered, or 
conſequently in what Caſes Puniſhments may be uſeful or - 
ceſſary to this End; And therefore the plain Agliſb of this 


ſeemingly plauſible Notion i is, that Men are to ſuffer theſe Pun- 


iſhments not till they conſeder, but till the wy ay and the Hy- 


ite by diſſembling his Sentiments pes, tho he has not 
conſider d, while the — Man, who has conſider' d, but: can- 
not find that Conviction, others think he mag, continues to 
ſuffer, without Hope or Toflbility, of Relief, ing dnt 

And thus I have endeavour'd,. in as few. Milena, as the Na- 


| ture, of the Caſe — well admit; to prove, that neither the 


Governours of -the Chriſtian Church, nor the Magiſtrate | 215 
a Right to uſe any Sort of Force, to reſtra in or puniſh an 


adgment is neceſſa- 
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** From what — deen ſaid on this Point//We ouy draw :this 


nt Concluſion, 
les in Religion have: no Te 


Og out 


; lick, trave'a Right to à Foleration, ' 1 ia 0 


B. 4 Niere I mean a e e 
to their Conſciences, without any Encouragement: fromthe Ci- 
vil Government on the one Hand, or Fear of Hf 
ment on the other: And the Reaſon why 
hgious Principles do not hurt the Publick, — 2 Nhe 
Toleration is this, Becauſe by the Suppofition, 
againft the State, and it has been provd that the 
Magiftrate has no Right to ute Force „ 
other Account. 2 

He may indeed encourage his own Religion, which is no 
more than every other Man, as far as he has Power, does 
with Refpe& to his own Seck; He may alſo limit the bare, 
ment of Places of Truſt or to loſe whoſe Opinions in 
Religion agree with his own, if ſuch à Limitation be — 
publick Good : And by doing: this, he injures no Man, becauſe 


he deprives no Man of any Thing, to which he has, properly 


the ing 

t to 

N 
the Ma- 


ſpeaking, a Right. But every Man whoſe 
Fon 00 tb ym hero —ͤ— — Ri 

Conference, conſequently to a 
115 to it: For to fay with Mr. Hats = was x 
iſtrate has in ſuch a Caſe no Power over Mens 
e has one over their Profeſſions and Adrons, is abſard, 


et 
heſe Proſefßon nd Acti the Opini bem a oa 
t a 10NS, 10NS g are 
commonly neceffary, and their Duty. e 
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— —¼ Society, whoſe 
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ed, 1 of Mr, Heli, ad 
— Political Principles are Enemi 

to them all Differences in Religion hurt 
the State, and — blick Profeſſion of any Religion 
ought to e but that which has received the Ma- 

1 not to-fay any: Thing of the: miſchierous Conſequen: 
ces which follow. from this Notion, that it tends to. juſſifie 
cutiot of Pro '7 — or in Poland, and even of 
Chain | or Heathen, Government, Io 
paſs *. L ay, wee a —— of this Nor 
tion, tis plain that they who reaſon in this Manger argue ar 
gainſt Toleratios, from thoſe Evil Effects nnen have really 
been awing; to the Want of it. 

Where Men are oppreſs d and perſecuted on "Acooynt of thats 
Religion, where a reaſonable Liberty of following their Conſci- 
ences, in order to their Eternal — deny d them, 
they cannot but be uneaſy and reſtleſs; in ſuch a Situation, * 
are eaſily diſpos d to be factious and ſeditious, and to en- 
deavour perhaps by violent ways, to free themſelves from the 
Yoke which galls and torments them; But then, this factious 


Spirit is not © much occaſion d by their Religious Principles, 
as by the Severities us d againſt them, and the Remedy is nat 


to encreaſe the Severities, but earl to remove them. 


which Means Perſons —— ame Religious Principles, 
when ſoftened by good Uſage, — ſuffer d quictly. to think 
and act according to their Conſeiences, may 1 gd Sub- 


Fas, and join in nn the Gowerhnent, who before were 


| accounted 
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_— plex it: ca ede "onſeque 
l — highly eo power 


and Ukſug roteſtant nters 
— e Secu Re © Reign, with dale une — | 
ſee an LN e e ane. erer er ba 
of this | 
But — falſe ine * in en indoubtedly — 
which muſt * hrs an evil Influenee on the Civil State, 
and Whether any or Coercion may be us d in ſuch Caſes, 
and by whom, Ions the ſecond Thing voy A this _— 
1 propos d to conſide.. 
Here then, tis at firſt View evident, has all Right bo aſe 
Force in ſuch muſt be in the Magiſtrate, as Head of 
the vil — Guardian of the Publick Peace; And 
therefore the only Queſtion is, concerning the Sort or Degree of 
Force or -Coercion or Reſtraint, which He may lawfully-uſe 
to ſecure the Society from the Evil mad of ſuch Princi- 


ples. Now, | 
That the Magiſtrate 


ion. 


The Opinion common y receiv'd, 
ought not to allow thoſe, whoſe Nelso Principles are any 
Way deſtructive of the Intereſts of Society, the Benefit of a 
Toleration. This Opinion is followed by —_ the 
and moſt able Defenders of Religious Li and the- rn 
in this Nation ſeems plainly 8 be form according to it; 
For which Reaſons, twould very ill become me to determine 
any Thing poſitively againſt it: But it will not, I hope, be 

thought improper, if in a Diſcourſe, where an Attempt is made 
do ſettle this 1ntricate Controverſy on common Principles of 
Reaſon and Religion, 1 fairly propoſe the n 0 n 
to favour the e . 


e 


c c c Erb none?” 
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their Scheme of Religion, certain 


deere, den, — ich hurt the Grid F 
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<4 — of the bormer ſortz 'tis allow'd by all 


except thoſe wild Bunte, whoſe Principles Te already ſaid 


deſerve no Conſideration, that the Perſons, who are Guilty of 
etend Religion, or what elſe they pleaſe, as 
2 Reaſon. for them, are not only not to be Tolerated, but to be 


them, Let them pret 
puniſhed by the Magiſtrate according to the Nature and Qua- 


lity of the Offence: The Reaſon is Obvious, becauſe; as the 
Power of the Magiſtrate is chiefly Converſant about outward 5 


Actions, ſo is he under no fort of Obligation to examine into 


the Principles whence th — but finding them 


Evil, He puniſhes che Doers- of them; nor does it avail any 
thing ere x Caſe, to plead "Conſcience, becauſe this is a Plea 

hich every Man may offer in every: Caſe, | And fince tis im- 
poſſible for. Men to Diſtinguiſh between the Pretence and the 
eality, if it be admitted in one, it muſt be ſo in every one, 
which plainly renders all Exerciſe. of Civil Power Impoſſible or 
Uſeleſs. If Conſcience Invincibly prompts a Man to do 


erring 
a wicked Action, this may perhaps excuſe him in the fight- of 


God, but if he is Guilty of Treaſon or Sedition, he muſt ſaf- 
fer the Puniſhment which the Laws of the Say have Or- 


dain'd. to be Executed on ſuch Offenders. Thus far then all 
Rational Men ſeem to be clearly a agreed. But the Caſe 


of Diffculty is this 


Whether, when ſome Perſons have unhappily adopted un 
— which formerly 


have Influenc d others, and ma —— Influence them al 
" engage in Deſigns Detwoe y p — 


ve of the Publick good, whether, 
1 1 


* 1 in dach a Cale, x 


2 er or olige the Magi to dey f Poa, doe —.— 
bet — can 


theſe 
Prin — ſort of Liber to Worſhip God according to 
their . Conſciences: II is I ay is the Caſe of Real Di 
ficulty ; And the Reaſons which m an y be 
in favour of a Toleration for 
et. That che Denial of it is Ualawful, a 
of being any way uſeful to the Publ 
than a Toleration would do.. 
. The Reaſon why a Total Denial of a Toleration to ſuch 
Perſons may be thought unlawful, is this, becauſe the Right 
which every Man has to Worſhip 
ence is Natural and: Unalienable. 


| ſerve, that All Power which Men, otherwiſe Inde 

over others, greater than e ere — have —— 
muſt have A; Original either 

or from the free ſn of the — — 
Attainment of ſome 
dom to the Will of others. Since then every Man conſider d 
fingly and by himſelf has undoubtEdly a Natural Right to Wor- 
thip God according to his Conſcience, if on his entring into So- 
ciety he looſes this Right, he muſt looſe it in one of theſe two 


ways; bat he can looſe it in neither; not by a poſitive Divine 


Appointment, becauſe no ſuch Appointment i is made, nor can 
that the Magi- 


be ſuppos d without at the ſame time ſu 
ſtrate has a Power from God to Determine ab; Men's 2 


ments in all Matters of Religion; and he cannot looſe it by his 
own Conſent, becauſe God having not thought fit to give him 


* youu Guide, whom he is * to follow at all wet the 
| bliga- 
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ablolutely to follow the Direction of the Magiſtra 
Things which relate to Alen and ha Worlup and Service 


in this Caſe have no Power, but 


I ml Salvat nya o That 2 Will, 

= Nay of Worſhip, which his -own Conſcience and 
dg — his Engui wr. rn jen 4 16 
he's igent in uiries, or partial in his Judgment 
and by this Means miſtakes the Will of God, His Error is un- 


lamary, and God will puniſh him for it; If, notwithſtanding his 


urmod Cate and Diligence, * Alle: ny; or continues = Er- 
ri 


— — bas ub 


whether his Judgment | 
rate Rue and Guide in all Matters that relate Lewes Will 


and wiptiancbake to. be, and there- 
ince; this is what no Man ought in 
any: — to — to, Allan plain he cannot bind himſelf 


— every Man bas Aa anion Right to warkblp;God 
according to his Conſcience, - in Order to his own | eternal Sal- 
vation; fince no divine Appointment: has interven d to deprive 


him of this Right, and fince He cannot by his own Conſent di- 


veſt himſelf of it, It ſeems to follow that the Magiſtrate can 
ought and is bound to ſuffer 


every Perſon to think and aa according to his own Conſci- 
ence, as long as he is guilty of no Zul Actions | on a 
_ W deſerve 5 . Puniſhoxcot., - 
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20s nn e prove, 6 ˙ £ EACLAC 
of. Taleration to Perſons of fo unhappy Principles, is | 
ful; ſo another may be urg d to prove, that — i 

not in the whole prudent or convenient, that inſtead of being 
oy Way uſeful. NG cn it 8 —— it more thana 
entirely their holding: Religio morally im 
ble, and if they be at all held, — honed 


* 
ö ! 


ſpection of the man the ae eee there is from-them 
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to the Pablick. (TEL zar ©. 
When ſome Liberty of aſſembling to , worlkip God acco 
to their Conſciences is allow'd Men, their Aſſemblies are at all 
Times under the Inſpection of the Magiſtrate, and he may in- 
terpoſe in many Caſes to regulate them in the beſt Manner to 
ent Inconveniences : But when all Liberty is taken away; 
They are then quite remov'd from his [nipettion, and _ 'tis 
fences poſſible to prevent them. For, | 
Perions who think themſelves bound under Pain of Eternal 
n to worſhip God in a certain Way, will run any Ha- 
zard to do it; Drive them from Cities and Places of Reſort, 
they'll meet in the Fields or in the Deſert; . Diſperſe their Aſ- 
ſemblies in one Place, they'll run immediately. to another; 
Make it dangerous to meet by Day, they'll aſſemble in the N ight, 
in Holes and Corners, any where, or at any Time, to do what 
they think themſelves bound to do, to gain the Favour of we, 
and avoid Eternal Damnation : Put Numbers of them to Deat 
they'll many of them die with the Reſolution of Martyrs, an 
their Example will animate others to face any Dangers, to Wh 
the Profeſſion of what they unhappi ly account true Chriſtian 
Religion, may expoſe them: Tis therefore a vain Thing: to 
hope that any Laws however ſevere in themſelves, : or 
all I executed can W hinder cheir holding Religious Aſſem- 


blies: 


Inſpection. They Xie yrs — TH | 
| ———— ſet them hy their Teaches) | 
And for Teachers they are glad to receive any Perſons 3 
| e think er to perform Divine Offices, 
vin to the Hazards they run by coming ow 
them z And if be Men of Craft and Deſign, and at the 
dame Time of a furious: —— they manage 
the blind Zeal of the Peo . — 'of ug pa pub 
lick Peace, much more lly than others of a more quiet 
Diſpoſition and better Principles, who enjoy d the Protection 
of the Magiſtrate,” would TR: think it either their Du 
or Intereſt dodo. 
If then this be a juſt State of the Caſe on oats an the 5 
other; The Queſtion is, Whether a limited Toleration under 
the Direction of the Civil te, be not in the whole, a 
more likely Means to prevent the evil Conſequences of bad 
Principles in Religion than a total Denial of it? For my Part 
I e OY e , ere 


what I 1 
1 Joy: ICE we” any 1 Liberty re 


If it be Bid, that the Allow: 
ders it impoſſible for the Mazifteare to provide for the — 
lick 1 when any conſiderable Part of a Nation, hold 

in Religion deſtructive of it s true Intereſts, To this 
it _ be anſwer d. 
hat, if what has been — be t true, It does not; hes | 
1 the taking away this Lberey does not put um in a bet-· 
ter Condition. But then, 
2. It may be further and poſitively afra dz That the Ma- 
giſtrate has it at all Times in his Power to uſe . af 
another e whack wil be cn! to this en 


m Wittiake Laws to limit their N 


ear, —— — - 

either in Kiud-or Degree may be Dangerous to the publick Peace: 

Tho' Mens Religion — . — ; as long as they 

Continue Members of ' a' Society — and all events —_ 
to the — ma) 

os DTS e their 6 


be — Nene a C 
lifh'd : and 
Mens Right of enlarging 6 their — or th m of 
diſpoſfing of their Wealth according to their —— And 
yer theſe never were accounted” unjuſt ; nor indeed can any 
ws about Property be accounted ſo, which eons orc wand 
ceſſary for the publick Good. - 
As a further Means to the fare End, ſome moderate Re. 
| ſtraints may be E. on their Civil Liberty; they may be exclud - 
ed from — or other Places where their or 
57 in any gre Numbers, _ e Dangerous to the 
blick. by 
At the ſame time the Magiftrate may and ought to take 
that proper Methods be us'd to race wade 
to lead them ina Moral and a Chriſtian Way to a Diſcovery and 
Renunciation of their Errors. He may allo o provide that their 
Children be Educated under publick ee ct i that fo being 
free from all early ill Impreſſions, they they come 
to a full Uſe of their Reaſon, be ord es to > hoſe thoſe Princi- 
_ ples which with regard to Religion are true, and will make 
them at the ſame time good and good Chriſtians ; and 


ſo = a ſtop to that Evil in the next Generation, which great] y 
hurts 


ö | ies 2 n ; A other :thods 
FLY | e * > has it 25 eee | 
to — iety againſt a evil dene 
e Principles in Religion. | And... n 2 
are thought Ineffectual. pe — — farther 


— r Caſe: Extremit 5 
n nnen, . 


5 this i is in it Self Lawful, is manifeſt; for all 84 ns 
ing founded. in ſame Conrad. expreſs or tacit between the Mers 
bers, and the End and Delign of this Contract and of the ſocial 
Van, vg being the Good of all, whenever any one or 
ons are — utterly Unqualify'd to promote this 
End, but on the contrary are diſpos d to do their utmoſt to De- 
— it, the Contract, with Reſpect to him or them, may and 
ought. to be diſſolv d; the Society may refuſe ſuch Perſons any 
further Benefit of that Protection which ariſes from the Union 
of their Forces, and at the ſame time Abſolve them from 
that Submiſſion which they had Stipulated or were bound to 
pay to the Civil Government. 
Hut then, when this Reſolution is taken ah regard to any 
Members of a Civil Society, tis plain they ought to be allow'd 
full Liberty, with their Ferlons to Tranſ port their Effects, or, 
if theſe cannot be remov d, to exchange them for others that 
may: For the whole Body having no Right to the Property of 
private Members, any further than they ſubmit it to their Dilpo< 
{al for the common Good, when the Social Union is difloly'd, this 
Right ceaſes, and the Title which every Man in a State of Na- 
ture has to his own or his Anceſtors Acquiſitions returns, and 


| veſts him with a compleat Right to take them away with Him. 


_Ifa convenient Time be allow'd for this,. and. he „eee 
Continues to wells in the Land, he:may be treated as an Alien 


and 
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My be üs againſt — 2h; 
| 8 Pa 
Good of the — — rl 
on between it and any of its Members; For the Rule of 
ae! in this, as in all Caſes of the like Nature is to chooſe 
85 greater Gaod, and avoid the greater Evil. If+then-the 
, which may juſtly be apprehended from their bad Prin- 
7 rater than thoſe which would ariſe from their be- 
| 1 Megs the Society, the Rule of Prudence is to diſmils 
1 But if che Society muſt ſuffer more by en 
fo many Members, than, can well, be 2 
by the Influence of their bad Principles, the Rule of Pruden 
is to den Ma them, and to uſe — IOuns ,which are — 
t with Men's enjoying their nat unakenablo:Rights, to 
rota, their Tele e to the Publick, or to provide 
againſt their breaking out Tos e ar Rebellion. 
5 In ſuch à Caſe as this We may ſay what Moſer ſays to hy 
People of 2 rac concerning the Nations who dwelt in the — _ 
7275 boy mayeſt not conſume them at once, leaſt the Beaſts of 
c e 4 up e a God jad decreed char how Hae 
ould not o ven o deſtroy d, yet this Rule 
bi Prudence, was, * u ſee, to — 6 ona not to de- 
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